314-                         DEBATE ON THE ARMY.                   [FEB. 1.

The liberal promises of dominion made by the French,
by which the sovereigns of Germany had been tempted to
concur in a design which they thought themselves unable
to oppose, were now no longer regarded; they were con-
sidered only as the boasts of imaginary greatness, which
would at last vanish into air; and every one knew, that the
ultimate design of Europe was to oppress equally her ene-
mies and friends; they wisely despised her offers, and either
desisted from the designs to which they had been incited
by her, or declared themselves ready to unite against her.

This, my lords, has been the consequence pf assembling
the army, which, by the motion now under our consideration,
some of your lordships seem desirous to disband, an incli-
nation of which I cannot discover from whence it can arise.
For what, my lords, must be the consequence, if this mo-
' tion should be complied with? what but the total destruc-
tion of the whole system of power which has been so labo-
riously formed and so strongly compacted ? what but the
immediate ruin of the house of Austria, by which the French
ambition has been so long restrained ? what but the sub-
version of the liberties of Germany, and the erection of an
unhersal empire, to which all the nations of the earth must
become vassals ?

Should the auxiliary troops be disbanded, the queen of
Hungary would find what benefit she, has received from
them by the calamities which the loss of thejm^ould imme-
diately bring upon her. All the claims of all the neighbour-
ing princes, who are now awed into peace and silence, would
be revived, and every one would again believe, that nothing
was to be hoped or feared but from France. The French
would again rush forward to new invasions, and spread
desolation over other countries, and the house of Austria
would be more weakened than by the loss of many battles in
its present state.

The support of the house of Austria appears not, indeed,
much to engage the attention of those by whom this motion
is supported. It has been represented as a house equally
ambitious and perfidious with that of Bourbon, and equally
an enemy both to liberty and to true religion; and a very